WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
October 15, 2014
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:30 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Donald Niece
Everdina O’Connor

Philip Rosenberg

Absent

Also, in attendance were:
Charles L. Houck, Authority Chief Financial Officer ; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal
Counsel; Stephen Donati, P.E.., Authority Engineer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and
Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory
Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Piazza moved and Ms. Napolitani seconded to approve the minutes of the September 17,
2014 regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Abstain
Yes
Yes
Yes
Abstain

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Absent
Abstain
Yes

Mr. Niece moved and Mr. Piazza seconded to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2014
executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
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Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Abstain
Yes
Yes
Yes
Abstain

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Absent
Abstain
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence listed below.
1.

A letter dated September 12, 2014, from the State of New Jersey, Department of
Transportation (NJDOT), to Chairman Chamberlain notifying the Authority that roadway
repairs will be done in White Township.

2.

A letter dated September 17, 2014, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager,
CP Engineers to Ms. Martin, Municipal Finance & Construction Element, NJDEP,
enclosing Payment Requisition #5 for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade.

3.

A letter dated September 17, 2014, from HNTB Corporation, on behalf of the NJDOT, to
the County requesting information related to work to be done on Route 31 in Washington
Boro, Washington Township, Mansfield and Oxford.

4.

A letter dated September 24, 2014, from the NJDEP, Office of Equal Opportunity &
Public Contract Assistance requesting documents related to Contract No. 12-01: Oxford
WWTF Upgrade.

5.

A letter dated September 26, 2014, from Mr. Johnson, PE, Assistant County Engineer, to
HNTB Corporation in response to correspondence no. 3

6.

A letter dated September 30, 2014, from the NJDEP, Office of Quality Assurance, to Mr.
Wasser, Laboratory Manager notifying him of an upcoming on-site audit of the Belvidere
laboratory.

7.

A letter dated September 30, 2014, from the NJDEP, Office of Quality Assurance, to Mr.
Wasser, Laboratory Manager notifying him of an upcoming on-site audit of the Oxford
laboratory.

8.

A letter dated October 3, 2014, from Mr. Chebra, P.E., Assistant Director, Municipal
Finance & Construction Element, Division of Water Quality, NJDEP, to Mr. Wasser,
Licensed Operator; recommending approval of Payment Requisition No. 5 for the Oxford
WWTF Upgrade from the NJEIFP.

9.

A letter dated October 6, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop,
Authority Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 9, submitted
by Tomar Construction Services for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade.

WCMUA minutes

2

October 15, 2014

10.

A letter dated October 9, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop,
Authority Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 4 (Final
Payment), submitted by DeMaio Electrical Company for Contract No. 13-02: Axford
Avenue Pump Station Rehab.

11.

A Notice of the White Township Zoning Board of Adjustment public hearing to be held
on October 16, 2014, submitted by the attorney for an owner/applicant who is seeking
preliminary and final site plan approval for a proposed dog grooming/kennel facility and
residential construction on property located at 135 CR620.

CFO’S REPORT
Bond Counsel contacted Mr. Houck to relay the good news that the State has consented to the
Authority’s request to be substituted as Trustee, in lieu of TD Bank, in connection with the
Wastewater Revenue Junior Lien, Series 2002 and 2003 Bonds. Taking over the responsibility
as paying agent for the loans saves the Authority a substantial amount of money.
In order to prepare the FY2015 budget, Mr. Houck said the FY2014 budget needed to be
amended in terms of the Debt Service, because retiring the bonds was not included in the 2014
budget. He presented a resolution for the amendment of the FY2014 budget.
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #14-45, amending the FY2014 budget by utilizing a fund
balance of $1,008,140 to pay off the bonds, thereby reducing Debt Service by that same amount.
Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
The FY2015 Budget reflects the FY2014 Budget amendment. As mentioned last meeting, with a
few exceptions, the appropriations will remain flat. Those few exceptions show modest
increases. Debt Service will decrease dramatically in 2015 because of the retirement of the
bonds, but will increase dramatically in 2016. The money that would have been used for Debt
Service will be placed in Capital Reserve. The recommendation is to approve the 2015 budget
as presented. The State dramatically changed the format of the budget documents.
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #14-46, for approval of the introduced FY2015 Annual
Operating and Capital Budgets, and to certify the FY2015 Annual Budget, including all related
schedules, and the FY2015 Capital Budget/Program as presented. Mr. Scott seconded. The
motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
By the November meeting, Mr. Houck will have the flow data for the last four base years. This
information will determine the users’ 2015 billing for sewage treatment.
Mr. Houck left the meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
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At approximately 7:40 p.m., Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-47 to enter into executive
session to discuss a contract matter. Ms. O’Connor seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
At approximated 7:55 p.m., Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Niece seconded to return to open session.
All in favor, motion carried.
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton had nothing to report.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati’s report was included in the agenda packets.
Washington Twp. WMP: Upon request, Mr. Donati submitted information to Finelli Consulting
Engineers regarding our Oxford WWTP.
NJDOT Project: After speaking with Mr. Wauhop, Mr. Donati responded with initial contact
information. He recommended the Authority keep updated on this project and inspect our
interceptor line before the project begins. He was unsure if the Township of Oxford had been
notified of this project.
Oxford WWTF Upgrade: Mr. Donati updated everyone on its status. Attached to his report was
an updated schedule chart. Tomar submitted Payment Request #9, which CPE recommended for
payment. There is still concern about the schedule.
A change order request for approximately $18,000 has been submitted for unanticipated piping
changes based on actual conditions at the site. Mr. Donati will have the documents for the
Board’s consideration at next month’s meeting. Mr. Wauhop said the change order will be
immediately offset by a $2,800 credit, for allowing Tomar to utilize our decant tank instead of
them having to spend money to bring in transportable tanks.
Axford Avenue Pump Station Rehab: Final payment is in for approval. The job went great.
Chairman Chamberlain had a question on correspondence #1. Mr. Tipton recommended tabling
any action on the matter until he has time to review it.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
Belvidere STP: Renovation of the #2 FST is complete and it is operational, so it can be used as a
sludge thickener. This gives us additional sludge thickening capacity. The issue going forward
is how to get the sludge down there without using the trash pump. We need to upgrade the VFD
and some lighting, so, $60,000 has been set aside in next year’s capital budget.
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Oxford STP: There have been many problems with the standby generator at Warren Haven #1
Pump Station. The control board and stator were replaced. Mr. Wauhop asked CP Engineers to
prepare a proposal for engineering work for drawings, so we can go out to bid on rehabbing
Warren Haven #1 and/or #2 pump stations, similar to work done at the Axford Avenue pump
station.
He recapped other maintenance items performed during the month at both plants.
General Business: We are still working on the foam issue at the Belvidere facility. Pictures of
the foam were given to the operators’ instructor at Hunterdon County Polytech for her
comments. She asked for a sample of our mixed liquor.
Confined Space Entry: Mr. Wauhop ordered our own mask fit test adaptor because our
equipment is different from the instructor’s. Mr. Wauhop hopes to have the field test next
Friday.
As discussed last meeting, the Township of Oxford seeks reimbursement for a bill they paid in
error. The check for reimbursement is in tonight’s bills list for approval.
Regarding the standby generator previously used at the Axford Avenue Pump Station, Mr.
Wauhop informed the Board that it could be sold through a third-party on-line auction, or by
posting it on our own website. He requested direction from the Board. The commissioners felt
using an on-line auction would widen the exposure (audience). The Authority will need to pass
a resolution beforehand.
Ms. Napolitani moved to sell the generator through the third-party on-line auction US Gov Bid.
Mr. Deutsch seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
Mr. Wauhop suggested additional outside lighting for the parking lot at the Administration
Building and the service building at Oxford. He has an electrician coming out to look at placing
two additional lights on the Administration building.
FINANCE (TREASURER)
Mr. Piazza explained the monthly financial reports in more detail. We are in good shape.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-48 (Certificate No. 339: $60,977.63) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a
roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-49 (Certificate No. 347: $363,687.55) be approved to pay
all the bills from the Capital Improvements Fund. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
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There was a brief discussion as to whether any action is needed concerning Tomar’s request for
an extension and our Force Majeure request to the NJDEP.
Chairman Chamberlain reminded everyone that the November meeting is on the second
Wednesday of the month. Mr. Piazza stated he would be unable to attend the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public present.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Scott moved and Ms.
O’Connor seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

____________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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