WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
April 15, 2015
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:30 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Sidney Deutsch
Donald Niece
Everdina O’Connor
Philip Rosenberg

Drew Kiszonak

Absent

Also, in attendance were:
Daniel Olshefski, Authority Chief Financial Officer; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal
Counsel; Stephen Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and
Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory
Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Deutsch seconded to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2015
regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Abstain

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Abstain
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Scott seconded to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2015
executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
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Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Abstain

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Abstain
Yes
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence:
1.

A letter dated March 6, 2015, from the Authority to Nisivoccia LLP regarding the FY2014 Audit.

2.

A letter dated March 20, 2015, from to Mr. Tipton, Esq., Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader to
Nisivoccia regarding the FY2014 Audit.

3.

A letter dated March 20, 2015, from Nisivoccia to the Authority regarding the FY2014 Audit.

4.

A letter dated March 23, 2015, from Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP
submitting the annual pretreatment letter for the Oxford WWTP.

5.

A letter dated March 23, 2015, from Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP
submitting the annual pretreatment letter for the Belvidere WWTP.

6.

A Notice dated March 26, 2015, from the attorney for applicant, Donald G. Ipplito, for a hearing
to be held before the White Township Planning Board on April 14, 2015, concerning an
application for minor subdivision approval, etc., for property located at 655 Brass Castle Road.

7.

A letter dated March 31, 2015, from Mr. Chebra, Assistant Director, Municipal Finance &
Construction Element, Division of Water Quality, NJDEP, to Mr. Wasser, Licensed Operator,
notifying him that payment request #10 has been recommended for approval.

8.

A letter dated April 1, 2015, from Mr. Johnson, P.E., Assistant County Engineer, County of
Warren, informing the Authority of its five-year road & drainage improvements, resurfacing
projects, and bridge & culvert improvements.

9.

A letter from Nisivoccia to Mr. Wauhop regarding the FY2014 Audit.

10.

A letter dated April 8, 2015, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CP Engineers to
Mr. Paull, Chief, Northern Bureau of Water Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP submitting
Quarterly Progress Report #4, as required by the ACO.

11.

A letter dated April 8, 2015, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE, to Mr. Wauhop, Authority
Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 15, submitted by Tomar
Construction Services for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade.

Mr. Tipton recommended the Executive Session be held before Reports, in order to discuss
potential contract litigation.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
At approximately 7:34 p.m., Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Rosenberg seconded to adopt Resolution
#15-21, to enter into an executive session to discuss a contract matter. All in favor, motion
carried.
At 8:08 p.m., Mr. Scott moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to return to open session. All in
favor, motion carried.
CFO’S REPORT
The FY2014 Audit has been received. There were no findings or recommendations. Mr.
Olshefski stated this was a good reflection on Ms. Kaspereen, and Ms. Corbett from his office.
He expressed his appreciation for their good work and thoroughness. There are also comments
in the audit that the Authority is in a solid financial position going forward; he attributes this to
the Board.
As discussed last month, the $2,637 being held in a capital account labeled “Belvidere Upgrade
Construction Fund” has been transferred into our regular capital account at Valley National
Bank. This transaction is reflected on the monthly financial report.
Also discussed last month, a resolution was prepared to close out the escrow account at the Bank
of America and return the money to the sub-account holders.
Regarding the topic of liquidated damages, Mr. Olshefski said there is a mechanism in place for
holding the funds in a reserve account.
Mr. Olshefski compared energy costs from last year to this year and found them to be very close.
The prevailing wage issue will be researched further by Mr. Tipton’s office.
Chairman Chamberlain presented the resolution for the FY2014 Audit.
Ms. Napolitani moved and Mr. Scott seconded to adopt Resolution #15-22, approving the
Authority’s FY2014 Audit and execution of the Group Affidavit Form by each board member.
There were no findings or recommendations. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Chairman Chamberlain presented a resolution to close the Bank of America escrow account.
Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Scott seconded to adopt Resolution #15-23, which authorizes the
closing of the Bank of America escrow account, returning funds to sub-account holders and
transferring the administrative sub-account balance to the Authority’s Operating Account. The
motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Olshefski left the meeting.
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GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton’s comments were covered in executive session and he had nothing further to report.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati’s report was distributed in the agenda packets.
LaTorre Plaza: Activity has begun on the project. Mr. Donati stressed the importance of them
having a grease trap. Mr. Wauhop will follow up on the matter.
Oxford WWTF ACO: The quarterly report has been submitted (corr. #10).
Oxford Upgrade: Tomar’s payment request (#15) has been submitted and was recommended for
payment. Some outstanding issues are being reviewed. The deadline for substantial completion
was March 25; there are two delay requests under review.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
Belvidere plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. The soundproof
enclosure for the blowers has been disassembled and the excess concrete pad cut and
jackhammered. All the standby generators were tested.
Oxford plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. The operators
removed the scrubber and its concrete pad in the chlorine room. Tomar wanted $8,000 to do the
same work. The aluminum chloride pump was replaced.
JCP&L put in the new wire for the existing transformer by the service road to the Oxford plant.
We had to run our standby generators when power was lost this past winter. Mr. Rosenberg
noticed a bill from an electrician for an emergency call during this time. After further
discussion, it was decided that we would back-charge JCP&L for the electrician’s fees. Mr.
Wauhop will contact JCP&L.
Under general business, the new Kaeser blower arrived last week.
Confined Space: The mask fitting tests are scheduled for April 21, 2015.
The person Mr. Wauhop was going to hire, as a temporary worker, will not be our new worker
because he wants a 40-hour workweek. Therefore, Mr. Wauhop has hired Ryan Palma as our
summer helper.
We continue to work on the sludge thickening issue at the Belvidere plant. Sludge thickening
will be an issue at both plants. Recently, Mr. Wauhop discovered (thru Mr. Deutsch) a new
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process that will increase bug activity thereby condensing sludge. He described the process in
more detail. This process is being utilized in a plant in Florida and Michigan. Both had
significant savings in sludge hauling and a reduction in power consumption because they did not
need their blowers. However, we may still need to use our blowers. He requested authorization
to test one of the vendor’s units at the Belvidere plant for 2 weeks. Before testing, he and Mr.
Donati will investigate the process further. The cost to run the test would be $2,500 per week.
Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Rosenberg seconded to allow Mr. Wauhop and Mr. Donati to
continue with their investigation, and if the process seems feasible, to go ahead and run the test
for a trial period of 2 weeks for an amount not to exceed $5,000. All in favor, motion carried.
FINANCE (TREASURER)
Mr. Piazza stated the bills have been reviewed. The bill from Hodge Electrical will be back
charged to JCP&L.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #15-24 (Certificate No. 345: $91,338.08) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund. Mr. Rosenberg seconded. The motion passed unanimously on
a roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved to pay the capital bills, but deduct $3,000 for 2 days liquidated damages from
Tomar’s bill. Hearing no second, Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #15-25 (Certificate No.
353: $445,324.66) be approved to pay all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund as
presented. Ms. O’Connor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
NEW BUSINESS
Chairman Chamberlain reminded everyone to file their Financial Disclosure Statement before
the April 30, 2015 deadline. The State is serious about imposing fines.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public present.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Scott moved and Ms.
Napolitani seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.
__________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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